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GOVERNMENT NoTICE

No. 230

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
9 March 2001

HIGHER EDUCATION ACT, 1997 (ACT No. 101 OF 1997)
NATIONAL PLAN FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

L, Professor Kader Asmal, MP, Minister of Education, in accordance with section 3(1)
of the Higher Education Act, 1997 (Act No. 101 of 1997), has determined the higher
education policy set out in the Schedule hereto after consulting the Council on Higher
Education. The ‘Nationa] Plan for Higher Education’ is, in terms of the provisions of
section 3(2) of the said Act, hereby published and comes into operation on the date of

47

this publication,

Professor Kader Asmal, MP
Minister of Education

8 Manl, 200
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FOREWORD

The victory over the apartheid state in 1994 set policy makers in all spheres of public life the

mammoth task of overhauling the social, political, economic and cultural institutions of South

establishment of a single, national co-ordinated system, which would meet the learning needs of our
citizens and the reconstruction and development needs of our society and economy.

transformation of the higher education system as a whole. It is not aimed solely at addressing the
crises in some parts of the system, although these must be overcome. It wil] impact on every
institution, as the institutional landscape of higher education is a product of the geo-political
imagination of apartheid planners. As I indicated in my Call to Action in July 1999, “it is vital that
the mission and location of higher education institutions be re-examined with reference to both the
strategic plan for the sector, and the educational needs of local communities and the nation at large
in the 21" century”. The National Plan therefore provides the strategic framework for re-
engineering the higher education system for the 21* century.

The National Plan recognises the current strengths and weaknesses of the higher education system
and is based on a developmental approach that is intended to guide institutions towards meeting the
goals for the system as a whole. Its implementation will demand commitment and hard work from
all constituencies. But most of all it will demand our creative energy. The people of our country
deserve nothing less than a quality higher education system, which responds to the equity and
development challenges that are critical to improving the quality of life of all our people.

There can be little doubt that the National Plan provides us with a unique opportunity, perhaps one
that will not come readily our way again, to establish a higher education system that can meet the
challenges and grasp the opportunities presented to us by the contemporary world. We must be able
to produce graduates with high quality skills and competencies in all fields. We must be able to
produce research that will build our economy and make us significant players on the global stage.
We must be able to create a learning society that draws in people of all ages and from all walks of
life and gives them the opportunity to advance, develop and enrich themselves, both intellectually
and materially. Most importantly, higher education must make a lasting contribution towards
building the future generations of critical black intellectuals and researchers.

The National Plan is my response to the advice provided, at my request, by the Council on Higher
Education on the restructuring of the higher education system. I would like to thank the Council and
all the other constituencies both in higher education and beyond, whose commitment to
transforming the system has contributed to the development of the plan. The National Plan has also
been discussed by my colleagues and carries the full and enthusiastic support and endorsement of
the Cabinet.

Professor Kader Asmal, MP
Minister of Education







